
How to Start a Cornhole Club in your High School
Extracurricular activities are an important part of any college application. They serve as evidence of your ability to 
multitask, they speak to your dedication, and they contribute to your overall academic profile.
 
Extracurriculars are important to your development as well. By participating in activities beyond traditional 
academics, you learn to prioritize and manage time well, and you gain insights into possible career aspirations. 
There’s no doubt that extracurriculars contribute to an overall well-rounded student experience.
 
But what do you do if your interests or passions aren’t represented by your school’s extracurricular choices? Or 
what if you aren’t able to participate in the existing offerings? Are you out of luck completely?
 
Not necessarily. Starting your own cornhole club is an option that you should consider if the opportunities 
available to you don’t engage with your interests. This is a great solution that fills a void in your school’s offerings, 
allows you to organize a cornhole club based on your interest, and exemplifies your leadership and creativity.
 
Here we will outline the step-by-step process for planning, forming, and maintaining your own cornhole club in 
your high school.
 
Gauge Interest For Your Cornhole Club
You can’t start a club all by yourself. You’re going to need classmates to join your club and form your executive 
board, so it’s a good idea to gauge their interest before your ideas get too refined.
 
This shouldn’t be a formal process of finding members for the cornhole club, but rather an informal stage in your 
brainstorming. Talk with friends and classmates to ensure that there is interest in your proposed cornhole club. 
Gather feedback about specifically what other students are looking for in a club such as the one you’re proposing.
 
Use the feedback from your peers to help fine-tune the focus of your cornhole club based on group interests and 
priorities. Be flexible enough to accommodate the ideas of others. Remember, this won’t just be your cornhole 
club; it’ll be theirs, too.

Find A Faculty Adviser
While you might not be formally required to find a faculty adviser until after your cornhole club has received 
initial approval, it’s a good idea to get this done much earlier in the process. A faculty adviser can guide you 
through the process of getting your cornhole club approved and lend valuable insight and expertise.



When selecting a member of the faculty to advise you and your club, choose a teacher with whom you’ve enjoyed 
working in the past and who knows you well. This person should ideally have some kind of knowledge in the 
content area, or at the very least should be interested in it.
 
When you first speak with a prospective faculty adviser, be sure to clearly and honestly articulate your goals and 
expectations for his or her involvement. If you’re going to need a teacher who is present at weekly meetings, be 
sure to mention this.
 
Being a faculty adviser for a new club can be a hefty role that some teachers may not be able to accommodate. 
Don’t be offended if your first choice teacher has to say no. This is likely the result of existing obligations. Ask 
if he or she has ideas of other faculty members you might ask next and for any advice he or she may have. Keep 
trying.
 
Figure Out the Application Process for Starting a Cornhole Club at Your School
Most schools have a formalized application or proposal process for starting a school-sanctioned club. You will be 
able to find out more about the particular regulations at your school by talking to your faculty adviser or a school 
official.
 
Get a copy of the application or proposal process and review it closely. It’s not uncommon to require that clubs 
submit a list of a certain number of members, an outline of when they will meet, and a general idea of how the 
club will benefit the school. It’s best to have an idea of what’s expected on the application before you sit down to 
discuss it with your potential club members. NHYIC will provide you as much infomration to aid in this process.
 
Submit Your Proposal to Your School 
After you’ve worked together to fine-tune the proposal based on the NHYIC guidelines, goals and supporting 
documentation, you’ll need to submit it formally. Different schools have different procedures for this, so you will 
need to make sure that you know the guidelines at your high school.
 
At some schools, there are specific deadlines each year for submitting applications and they are only reviewed 
once or twice per year. At other schools, you will need to present your proposal formally to the student council 
or a panel of school officials.
 
Whatever the case may be, be certain that you are putting your best foot forward. Written portions should be 
carefully edited and reflect your commitment to the cornhole club. Oral presentations should be practiced ahead 
of time.
 
Try to put yourself in the shoes of the reviewers. Anticipate any questions or concerns they might have and 
address them straightforwardly in your application. Especially in cases of sports or outdoor activities, be sure to 
address how you will assess and minimize risk.
 
Publicize Your Club
Once your proposal or application has been approved, you can begin to attract a broader membership. 
Publicize your club in every way allowed at your school. This might include flyers posted on bulletin boards or in 
the locker area. NHYIC will privide you access to marketing assets that you may use for promotional purposes. 
You might make announcements on the school’s PA system or at student assemblies. You may even be able to 
take an advertisement out in the student paper or send an announcement in the school newsletter.
 
A broader membership base will ensure the strength of your club, but you should also be careful not to let it 
grow too big too quickly. If you attract too many members, you might have trouble maintaining the original



mission statement and staying true to your goals. Set a membership cap in advance and stick with it. You can 
always start a wait list if necessary.
 
Hold an Informational Meeting
It will be up to you and the other founding members to make sure that the club gets off on the right foot. To 
ensure this happens, be very clear during the first meeting about the commitment and responsibilities expected 
of group members.
 
If certain activities are non-negotiable, like participating in five hours of practice each month, clearly articulate 
this to everyone in attendance and be sure that they understand that this is not optional.
 
It’s a good idea to have a copy of the mission statement and a list of member responsibilities available for 
distribution. You might even consider having new members sign a contract so that the importance of club 
requirements is agreed upon in written form.
 
Start Regular Club Meetings and Practices.
At your first official cornhole club meeting, be sure to welcome and thank your new membership. You may have 
had the initial idea behind the club, but if it weren’t for your members, it wouldn’t exist.
 
Offer an introduction to the club, presenting the mission statement, reiterating member responsibilities, and out-
lining the exciting and fun plans that you have in store for everyone. Be sure to communicate that being in the 
club comes with both responsibility and advantages. Once your club is established, you will need to submit your 
roster to NHYIC along with the club captains. Each member will receive a welcome packet from NHYIC 
outlining our mission statement, practice outlines, meets and more useful information.
 
Delegate Duties and Responsibilities   
This might occur during your first club meeting or during one of the next few, but in any case it should occur 
fairly early on. You and several founding members should meet in advance to identify leadership roles and 
responsibilities. Then, at a club meeting, you can ask for volunteers or nominations, depending on how you 
intend to structure the leadership of the club.
 
If you are holding an election for leadership roles, outline the responsibilities of each and allow nominees to 
plan a statement to deliver at the next meeting before a vote is taken. This doesn’t need to be a huge ordeal, but it 
should be fair and well-organized.
 
Prepare to Pass the Cornhole Torch
As the end of the school year nears or as you get closer to graduation, you should make sure that your club can 
continue without your involvement. Starting a cornhole club in high school is a great opportunity not only for 
yourself, but also for the other students and future students who will benefit from it.
 
Think of your cornhole club as a unique legacy that you can leave behind at your high school. By preparing 
younger students to take over its leadership and slowly passing your responsibilities on to others, you will ensure 
that your club remains strong and functional even after you’ve left the school.

Please feel free to contact with any questions or concerns. 
newhampshireyic@gmail.com
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